From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: johnculp@tricon.net (John Culp) 

Subject: Re: (fwd) Free Equipment (SF Bay Area) 
Message-ID: <v01510104ad63aa11236f@[204.176.127.14]> 


>Imagine, boatanchor communes, where everyone shares 

>their boatanchors freely! Letsee, what was that song about SF? 

> 

>"If you're going to SanFrancisco, be sure to wear some ???? in you're 
>hair. " 


6J6s? :-) 


John 


"From whose womb comes the ice? 

Who gives birth to the frost of the heavens 
when the waters become hard as stone, 

when the surface of the deep is frozen?" 


Job 38:29-30 (NIV) 


John S. Culp, M.D. 
Bristol, Tennessee, U.S.A. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: john <johnmb@nando.net> 

Subject: -Support of this list- 

Message-ID: <9603062306.AA21866@nando.net.nando.net> 


I ask those of you who think that three cents a day is too much 
to pay for Jack and Phils efforts to observe the running of other lists 
that contain high volumes of traffic. 


I think you'll see that runaway "I'm out of the office" robot replies 
to everyone in the list, automatic unsubscribes when your mailhost runs 
amok, and wild, off topic tangents would make you rethink the value 
you are placing on saving 3 cents a day. Give them a try, and I think you'll 
see that the personal touch of a real human maintaining the list, is 
far better at keeping new subscribers (and old!) than the perceived 
savings of those few pennies. Although automated majordomo-run lists 
are cheap, they are worth every penny! 


I'd point out that there are few providers ( including the 


one that I am using :-) ) that maintain anywhere near the apparent uptime that 
theporch has. 


Personally, I think Jack has given sweat equity to this group that 
few others would consider expending, and I am _extremely_ grateful for 
his efforts. To compare the hours and hours he has put into this great 
group, with mailinglist charges from an ISP is not at all fair, or 
appreciative of his considerable labor. 


/john 


wb5oau/4 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: SCOTTPAUL@aol.com 

Subject: 12 bucks, what a deal 

Message-ID: <960306203953_439961853@emout04.mail.aol.com> 


The title says it all, really; the list is easily worth that to me. I sent 
in my money a month or so ago. 


Done. 


/scott 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: "Edward J. Zeranski" <ejz@nosc.mil> 

Subject: 12 lousy bucks! 

Message-ID: <2.2.32.19960306230001.006a8d88@marlin.nosc.mil> 


While I don't post alot I have had worthwhile email exchanges with 
other members, swapped tech data and hardware , received and given help, and 
learned things. Pretty good for about a buck a month, damn good in my book. 
This is one of the best deals I've gotten in quite awhile. Why mess with a 
winner? 


Ed Zeranski ejz@marlin.nosc.mil, work 
ezeran@powergrid.electriciti.com, home 
Wooden Boats, Tube Receivers, Rusty Old Trucks, The Good Stuff! 


This is a private opinion or statement and is nobody's fault but mine. No 
person,employer,or govt.should try to take credit for it! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 

From: "Terry O'Laughlin, RM:7135, #:6-6667" <OLAUGHLIN@vilas.uwex.edu> 
Subject: 1640kHz, active on March 12th 

Message-ID: <MAILQUEUE-101.960306105312.448@vilas.uwex.edu> 


Here's another chance to experience AM DX like it was in the 1930s. 
niece Forwarded Message Follows ------- 


Subject: KXBT/San Francisco #2 on expanded band 
From: MHz@bitstream.mpls.mn.us 


Just got notice from ABC Radio that their recently-affiliated Urban Gold 
station KXBT/1190 will begin operation on 1640 starting March 12. 


73 Terry 0' WB9GVB 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: ellope@isns1.shasta.com (jerry+deb) 

Subject: 3b28 filament transformer 

Message-ID: <199603061751.JAA16076@isns1.shasta.com> 


HI all, 

I just picked up a home brue am transmitter in very nice cond. I was told by 
the guy i got it from he built it 40 years ago and its been sitting in his 
shope for 30. anyway It uses 2 813 in the pa. 3b28 for hv rect. the problum 
is that the filament transformer for the 3b28 seems to have a shorted 
winding. the same transformer also provids filament voltage for the 2 813. 
whin i turn on just the filaments every thing workes fine(filaments) but when 
hv. is applied it seems to find its way to the filaments of the 813s not 
good! So if anyone out ther has a transformer that would worke for this and 
would like to part whith it please let me know tnx, 73 

jerry ellope@shasta.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: "Deane D McIntyre" <dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca> 
Subject: 75 Years Ago This Month.... 

Message-ID: <9603060551.ZZ33420@ds1.acs.ucalgary.ca> 


Gang: 


75 Years Ago This Month....March, 1921 RCA made an announcement 
that was to change ham radio forever. In a two page article 


in QST that month (pp 18-19) entitled "The Power Tubes Arrive" 
it was stated that RCA was introducing the first transmitting 
tubes for ham use. 


The first of these, the UV202 "5 watter" was constructed like 
a UV201 but was larger, being 5 inches high. In 1925 it was 
replaced by the ‘10. 


The second tube, which became available in April, was the famous 

UV203 "50 watter". In 1926 it was replaced by the UV203A, which 

had a thoriated tungsten filament and thus required less filament 
current, and was rated at 100 watts. I have a UV203A with intact 

filament, perhaps I should fire it up one of these days. 


The third tube, the UV204 could handle a few hundred watts, and 
was replaced in 1923 by the UV204A. 


Question: In 1921, rectifier tubes capable of handling the power 
required by these xmtr tubes were not available. What did the ham of 
1921 do for plate power? Motor generator set? Transformer and 

"slop jar" electrolytic rectifier? Just run with raw AC on the plates, 
would sound no worse than a rotery spark signal anyhow? 


73, Deane D McIntyre 
dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: dt@scotborders.co.uk (David Topham - Arts & Science) 
Subject: Re: 75 Years Ago This Month.... 

Message-ID: <9603060913 .AAQ7306@scotborders.co.uk> 


Deane D McIntyre said: 

>Gang: 

>Question: In 1921, rectifier tubes capable of handling the power 

>required by these xmtr tubes were not available. What did the ham of 

>1921 do for plate power? 

In the UK we still had DC mains supply at that time. Was this also the case 
in the US? In the countryside people had petrol generators, DC output. I 


suspect this was even more the case over your vast distances? 


73, David Topham GM3WKB dt@artscience.scotborders.co.uk 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: John Shriver <jas@shiva.com> 

Subject: Re: 75 Years Ago This Month.... 

Message-ID: <199603061552.KAA13543@shiva-dev.shiva. com> 


From: "Deane D McIntyre" <dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca> 


Question: In 1921, rectifier tubes capable of handling the power 
required by these xmtr tubes were not available. What did the ham of 
1921 do for plate power? Motor generator set? Transformer and 

"slop jar" electrolytic rectifier? Just run with raw AC on the plates, 
would sound no worse than a rotery spark signal anyhow? 


Well, in the 2nd Edition (1927?) of the Radio Amateurs Handbook, they 
show two basic tacts. One is indeed the self-rectifying scheme. Must 
have been a rather fuzzy note. The other is the giant arc rectifiers, 
from arc-lamp service. Little motors to shake the thing periodically 
and restart the arc, etc. I saw one (with a LOT of dust, dirt, and 
cobwebs) for sale at a flea here once. 


There were also schemes for homemade chemical rectifiers, and for 
home-made batteries. 


If you were really rich, you could always wire one of the power 
triodes as a diode, and use it as a rectifier! 


(The 2nd Ed RAH was $7.50 at an antique store. Came with a acid burn 
from a lead-acid B battery on the front cover. Sure, that hurts it's 
"collector" value, but to me it makes it all the more authentic.) 


As for DC wall power, it only ever really caught on downtown in major 
cities. I suppose that it was handy if you only wanted a 110V B+. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: aa4xrm%amos.UUCP@mathcs.emory.edu (Marty) 

Subject: Re: 75 Years Ago This Month.... 

Message-ID: <9603061708.AA13388@amos.YP.mystnite> 


St'd rectifier for the "50 watters" was the UV217, a 203/211 metal-plate 
without a grid. 


UV202s cud use a UV213, the ancestor of the UN280 - had a thoriated 
fil. 


Then there were motor gen.s too 


Marty 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: Re: 75 Years Ago This Month.... 

Message-ID: <199603062030.MAAQ7426@hobbes.UCSC .EDU> 


The A. Frederick Collins book of the '20s had lots of transmitter designs using 
motor-generator sets. And I've heard of people running large numbers 
slop-jar rectifiers in series. (These are electrolytic rectifiers) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: 75 Years Ago This Month.... 

Message-ID: <9603061822.AA25341@bock.ih.att.com> 


I've seen magazine reprints with arrays of slop-jars and big xfxrmer, 
aka 20 Mule Team Power. ANd maybe some ops did use raw AC. 


Electroytic rectifier banks are a pain to maintain, but they are 
indestructible and self-healing. As a teenager I had a few A/B 
eliminators (for home radios) using this liquid-state technology. 


I'd think that over on the GlowBugs list, someone must have found a use 
for a two-fer of lidless Mason jars by now... 73, mike k aa9rg 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: "Allan Fritsche" <fritsche@msn.com> 

Subject: AC HUM PROBLEMS 

Message-ID: <UPMAILO3.199603060105450121@msn. com> 


Hi Gang, I was allowed a little time this past Sunday to mess with my Boats. 
Most of my small collection is upstairs with my computer and books.When I 
really want to listen I carry one down to the bench. (Exception - SX-101 stays 
in the garage at all times at 72 pounds). At any rate it seems like 60 cycle 
hum was appearing in my little Heath HR-10B. I had replaced the Filter cap 
about 15 years ago and really had hardly played the thing. I said 0.K guess 
its time to look it over, but not having much time I decided to just tune 
around on the SX-101. For some reason it was very quite in the garage, no 
neighborhood screaming, dogs barking, etc. Without turning the unit on I heard 
a very pronounce 60 cycle hum from the R-46 speaker. I said what gives, I 
unplugged the unit and just touched the grounding plug to a source of 
commercial ground. The hum was there again. I then said OK simple go down to 


the hardware store and buy a new commercial ground clamp, clean the 
connections every where and this should get rid of the HUM. Unfortunately its 
still as loud as ever. 


Next Step, I have a small diameter RS 4 ft ground rod buried about six years 
ago approximately 5 foot from the commercial rod. I clipped a lead from it to 
the commercial and the hum went down in volume but was still there. 


I then said OK the comm rod isn't conducting to ground very well so I mixed a 
saline and water solution and poured around the rod and let soak for an hour. 
Still the HUM was there. Bear with me as Iam getting to the end or point. 


I have a small outside long wire antennae with a coax drop into the garage. 

I use the newer rod for the ground to the receivers. I disconnected the ground 
and just used the hot side of the antennae to the receiver. The signal 
strength jumped up a s unit or at least 3 dB as I could hear the difference. 
Now my 

question. The SX-101 was built for a two wire AC line cord like most of that 
era. Someone added a 3 prong for safety purposes. Am I trying to ground 

the poor thing twice with different potentials on each ground? 


I know to correct the problem I will have to bury some new 8 ft rods, but I 
got 

to thinking about the list. HOW MANY TIMES HAS A FILTER CAP BEEN REPLACED 
BECAUSE OF SUPPOSED AC HUM. AND AFTER THE EXPENSE AND REPLACEMENT THE PROBLEM 
WAS STILL THERE. 

JUST FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


Your Friend 
Al 
fritsche@msn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: steve@hi.com (Steve Byan) 

Subject: Re: ADMINISTRIVIA: Subscription 

Message-ID: <v02130501ad632808eeee@[140. 243 .30.128]> 


Paul H. Bock <pbock@melpar.esys.com> wrote: 


> The alternative to the service as it now exists is some kind 
>of commercially-run venture which in all liklihood would cost 
>*MUCH* more than $1.00 a month per subscriber. Can you even 
>*GUESS* how much it would cost for "boatanchors@aol.com?" 


I run a small mailing list for a local SWL DX club. I know exactly what it 
costs to run a list on world.std.com, a public-access unix system located 
here in Boston. For a list the size of boatanchors, with minimum services 


(no archives, no digests), and an estimated email traffic of 45 
Megabytes/year, it costs $630 per year total. That's 1/15 of what Phil is 
asking. To get digests, add another $120 per year. To get archive space, 
it's $540 per year for 40 MB. Total is $1290 per year; about 1/8 of what 
Phil is asking. In other words, 


boatanchors@world.std.com would cost about $1.50 per year per subscriber. 


BTW, the world has at least a T1 line, maybe a T3 by now. 


Seems to me Phil's not a competitive service provider. Frankly, that's why 
I never sent in a donation to him - if he wants to run it as a hobby, fine, 
he can finance it himself. If he wants to run it as a business, his 
cost-structure is way out of line with his competition. 


I'm concerned about the health of this list when it is closed to 
non-subscribers. Not many lurkers are going to pay $12 to try out the list. 
I'm glad that Jack is planning to give free trials, but I think that the 
subscription fee will still impose a barrier to new folks coming onto the 
list. 


I also feel that I'm on boatanchors (and usenet netnews) to share what 
little I know with whoever has a thirst for knowledge. It doesn't feel 
right to me to exclude people from a discussion list; I'm here to give as 
well as to take. 


Jack's justification for taking this list to subscription-only is that the 
cost exceeds the voluntary donations. I believe that voluntary donations 
would cover the cost if the list were moved to a more competitive service 
provider. So I don't see the need to go subscription. I'd prefer to see the 
list moved, be underwritten by donations, and continue to be offered free 
to all. 


Regards, 

-Steve 

Steve Byan internet: steve@hi.com 
Hitachi Computer Products (America), Inc. 

1601 Trapelo Road phone: (617) 890-0444 


Waltham, MA 02154 FAX: (617) 890-4998 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: sorgatz@avatar.tti.com (Erik K.Sorgatz) 

Subject: Alternative to $12/yr 

Message-ID: <9603062213 .AAQ5342@avatar.tti.com> 


BA'ites- 


Alternativly, we could elect to simply charter a new Usenet Newsgroup, 
under the ‘rec.radio' hierarchy. Made a moderated group, with the post 

of moderator to be a volunteer post, elected by the readership. Something 
to consider.... 


73! de KB6LUY 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: Arthur Moe <kb7ww@aracnet.com> 

Subject: Re: Alternative to $12/yr 

Message-ID: <199603070113.RAAQ5641@trapdoor.aracnet.com> 


Yes we could. BUT I use two different providers and I will tell you that 
more messages are missing in news than mail. 


At 04:14 PM 3/6/96 -0600, you wrote: 

>BA'ites- 

> 

> Alternativly, we could elect to simply charter a new Usenet Newsgroup, 
>under the 'rec.radio' hierarchy. Made a moderated group, with the post 
>of moderator to be a volunteer post, elected by the readership. Something 
>to consider.... 

> 

> 73! de KB6LUY 


kkk 


AT THE END OF THE OREGON TRAIL 
Arthur Moe 
A.R.S. KB7WW 
QTH: Oregon City, Or. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: "Dale A. Hagert" <daleh@skypoint.com> 

Subject: Amperex Tubes 

Message-ID: <313D8052.456D@skypoint.com> 


I have been checking around for a source for the Amperex AX9909 tubes 
which globe used in their transmitters, and have hit a dead end. Does 
anyone know of a source for these. If not, has anyone converted the 
equipment over to the more standard types. If anyone can help, it would 
sure be appreciated. Thanks Dale NMOH daleh@skypoint.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: "Grant Youngman" <nq5t@gte.net> 

Subject: Re: Amperex Tubes 

Message-ID: <199603061303 .HAA18002@uro.theporch. com> 


> I have been checking around for a source for the Amperex AX9909 tubes 
> which globe used in their transmitters, and have hit a dead end. 


That seems to be pretty much the case, unfortunately. I found ONE at 
AES and then about a year ago, found two new ones after several more 

months of searching .. at a cool (aaaaargh!) $125.00 each. Not bad 

for a tube that originally sold for about $20.00. 


I've heard of two tube conversions, 4-65's and 4X150's (or something 
like that). I'd like some details on these myself, as a hedge for 

the day my AX9909's go south. The 4-65's seem plentiful enough at 

the moment -- and I'd feel better about using my Globe Champion 300 if I 
had the substitute tubes, sockets and other necessary parts tucked 

away for the inevitable rainy day ..... 


Grant/NQ5T 


Grant Youngman / NQ5T 
nq5t@gte.net 


WANTED: Hammarlund SPC-10 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 

From: "Ray L. Mote" <rmote@rain.org> 

Subject: AN/URM-25D stability data? 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.960306170808 .10043C -100000@coyote.rain.org> 


Has anyone done tests on AN/URM-25D signal generator stability? I lit 


one (of half a dozen) off last night just for grins, to see how long it 
would take to really stabilize, and what the limits of the "stabilized" 
frequency excursions would be. I expected it to take a while to settle 
down, and then to drift slowly back and forth between upper and lower 
"extremes" or "limits" -- just wanted to put *numbers* with those words. 
It blew my mind when it took xsevenx hours from turn-on before the 
downward drift trend reversed and it started drifting back up again! 
Haven't had time yet to look closely at the data (had to get xsomex 
sleep), but seem to recall a lengthy period of very low drift starting 
about 4 hours into the thing, and lasting until about the 10 hour point 
when upward drift speed began to really increase. (Drift rate really 
goes down just before drift reverses, and this region seems to be pretty 
broad. ) 


Anybody else been dumb enough to sit there and take data every minute for 
10-12 hours? 


TD Biscereces Ray Mote, W6RIC <xrmote@rain.org> 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 

From: gbunza@eagledes.com 

Subject: Re: Antenna AT-271/PRC ID Ground Pounder Radio Stuff 
Message-ID: <9603060135 .AA04394@eagledes.com> 


Previously 

arc5@ix.netcom.com (David Stinson ) 

asked 

>Can any of you Green-Machine, Ground-Pounder radio fans 
>help me identify the following antenna package? 

> 

>It's a CW-216/PR antenna bag, which contains 

>a H-189/GR handset, an AT-271A/PRC and an AT-272A/PRC 
>antenna set. Anyone know which set it goes in or 
>anything else about it? 


The AT-271 is a 8.5 Ft - 7 section whip antenna was used with the 
PRC-8,9,10,25,and 77 field man-pack radios (FM in the 30-76MHz Range) 
A separate rubber coated base the AB-591, supported it. 


The AT-272 is a flex metal ribbon antenna with a separate flex base 
used with the PRC-8,9,and 10. 


The H-189 Handset was the earliest version handset used with these 
transceivers. It was equipped with a U-229 Plug and a noise canceling 
capability. It was replaced by the H-250 and later the H-350 
handsets. 


The CW-216/PR was the earlier canvass bag whose usual contents you 
describe, were issued with the PRC-8,9, and 10. 


Have fun. 
Geoff Bunza 
sbunza@eagledes.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: ART-13 vs. ART-13B 

Message-ID: <9603062213 .AAQ3584@taku> 


Dube's post about the ART-13B makes me want to ask... 
What's the difference between an ART-13 and the -B model? 
Is the B model impervious to ham mods? :-) 


73, 
--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: lblaske@pclink.com (Lee Blaske) 

Subject: BC-348 AC supply info 

Message-ID: <199603070114.TAA27480@pclink. com> 


If I can't find the DM-28 dynamotor and mounting plate for my recently 
acquired BC-348, I'll have to start thinking about building an AC supply 
for it. 


I suppose I could figure something out on my own, but I wonder if anyone 
out there has an article or other plans for such a power supply. Perhaps 
someone has designed such a supply and might be willing to share a 
schematic and possibly a photo. 


Is it best to build a supply on a plate that would mount where the original 
dynamotor was located, or is it better to build the supply on a separate 
chassis? I'd like to accomplish this project without altering the receiver 
in any way. 


Any advice would be appreciated. 


73's, 


Lee AAOEF 


KAKKAIKKKKIKKKKKK KK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK AKIRA KER ERIK 
Lee Blaske 73 de AAOEF 

Keynote Music 

lblaske@pclink.com 

Deephaven, Minnesota 

"When he who hears doesn't understand him who speaks, and when he who 
speaks doesn't know what he himself means -- that is philosophy." 
-Voltaire- 

KKKKAIKKKKKK KK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK K IK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: "basalop" <basalop@eskimo.com> 

Subject: BC-375 and other stuff 

Message-ID: <199603061209.EAA17109@mail.eskimo.com> 


Hi Bob, (NA4G) 
> If you find a spare dynamotor, holler. I have used in the past a 


I sent a note off to a buddy who visits a_ surplus store in 

Portland, Ox that I know has/had one. I am going to wait to hear back 
from him. I will first find out how much they want for it. It will 

be cheap I am sure. The hitch is going to be what it is going to cost 
you for shipping. Will keep you informed. 


> How did you get the id basalop? 


My wife got the Internet account. We have a basset hound. She 
thought it would be clever if our address would be bassalope. Our 
provider said they could let us have basalop and she accepted it. 


A fella gave me a 24 volt DC @ 25 amp power supply. Not only does 
that provide more then enough juice to run the 375 , I might take on 
a few welding jobs on the side <grin> 


I have come up with all the parts I need to build a HV power supply. 
I don't have them all in my possession yet but they are waiting for 
me to pick them up. 


I hooked up my keyer and "played' for a while. Boy what a racket! 
Just love it. My first rig was a TCS and I thought it made noise. 


73 Jim K7SLI 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: arc5@ix.netcom.com (David Stinson ) 

Subject: Boatanchors List Fee: My 100% support 
Message-ID: <199603062305.PAAQ4670@1ix14.ix.netcom. com> 


Here's the bottom line from my perspective: 


The BA list and the great people on it 
return far, far more value for my life 

and enjoyment then a piddling $12. I don't 
care if Phil is using the money to fund a 
junket to Timbuktuu.... He's providing a 
valuable service and deserves to be 
renumerated for that service. Were he doing 
it for profit, it would cost alot more. 


I support this small fee 100%. 


73 DE Dave Stinson AB5S/7 
arc5@ix.netcom.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: Bill Sorsby <bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com> 
Subject: BoatAnchors on the Web 

Message-ID: <199603061522.JAAQ7139@dlep1.itg.ti.com> 


For those who might have missed it, a delayed archived version of the 
BoatAnchors mail list is available on the web: 


http: //sunsite.unc.edu/pub/academic/agriculture/agronomy/ham/BOATANCHORS/ 


As I understand things, the subscription basis for the mail list was 
implemented primarily to defray costs associated with maintaining a large 
mailing list. Consequently, I presume this archive will be unaffected when 
BoatAnchors becomes subscription only. (How about it, Jack?) Having this 
archive available would alleviate concerns about the valuable discourse on 
BoatAnchors not being generally available. I believe that this archived 
version is also available via FTP. Perhaps someone else would be kind 
enough to post how to access it via FTP. 


I worry a bit more about the infusion of new blood into BoatAnchors rather 
than anyone getting a free ride. Only time will tell whether adjustments 
will be needed to encourage newcomers to the list. 


Regards, 
Bill Sorsby, N5BU 


P.S. I paid my dues and don't care what Jack and Phil spend the money on. 


KAKI IK KI KKK III KIKI KAI II IIIA KIKI KIKI KIKI IIIA 
bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com 

Views expressed herein are no one's fault but mine. 
KA KKI KKK KKK III KI KK III III IKI III KKK III III III IKI KICK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: "Edward J. Zeranski" <ejz@nosc.mil> 

Subject: Collins RX filter 

Message-ID: <2.2.32.19960306173610.006ab910@marlin.nosc.mil> 


I've found a Collins unit called a Receiver Filter, type 156H3A, 
serial number 1. Does any have any info on this? It covers 1.7-30 Mc in four 
bands. 

Ed Zeranski ejz@marlin.nosc.mil, work 
ezeran@powergrid.electriciti.com, home 
Wooden Boats, Tube Receivers, Rusty Old Trucks, The Good Stuff! 


This is a private opinion or statement and is nobody's fault but mine. No 
person,employer,or govt.should try to take credit for it! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: midshires@cix.compulink.co.uk (Andrew Emmerson) 
Subject: Competition, what competition? 

Message-ID: <memo.381093@cix.compulink.co.uk> 


>If he wants to run it as a business, his cost-structure is way out of 
line with his competition. 


Dear oh blinking dear, the whole point is there is _no_ competition. I 
consider myself pretty well-informed and can assert with some degree of 
certainty that BOATANCHORS is unique. 


And that's it. There's no other list like it, so it's pretty pointless 
comparing the price of BOATANCHORS with other clubs, magazines and 
on-line services. 


All you can argue is whether one dollar a month is worth it to you. If 
one measly dollar is too expensive, perhaps you should be looking for a 
cheaper hobby! Fishing? Bird-watching? I don't know, it's up to you but 
don't tell me twelve dollars isn't good value. 


"There are people who know the price of everything but the value of 
nothing." 


73, Andy G8PTH. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: steve@hi.com (Steve Byan) 

Subject: Re: Competition, what competition? 

Message-ID: <v02130506ad637051eb70@[140 .243 .30.128]> 


>Dear oh blinking dear, the whole point is there is _no_ competition. I 
>consider myself pretty well-informed and can assert with some degree of 
>certainty that BOATANCHORS is unique. 


The BA list is unique due to its subscribers. But the list is not 
synonymous with the computer system that hosts it. The host can change 
without changing the list, IF the list-owner agrees. The BA list has 
changed hosts several times in the past. It has even changed list-owners 
several times in the past. 


Regards, 

-Steve 

Steve Byan internet: steve@hi.com 
Hitachi Computer Products (America), Inc. 

1601 Trapelo Road phone: (617) 890-0444 
Waltham, MA 02154 FAX: (617) 890-4998 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins) 

Subject: Re: Competition, what competition? 

Message-ID: <9603062221.AA16705@texan.frco.com> 


So, Steve, when could you take over the duties of list-owner at a new 
site? Could you be relied upon to keep the list clear of the clutter 
generated by 50 different mailers and the occasional clueless system 
administrator? How's your job stability - do you think you could do 
this for a significant length of time? Or would we be searching for 
another volunteer and site in 6 to 12 months? 


Unlike the "free boatanchors" proponents, I'm a firm believer in "you 
get what you pay for." I'm against having a free list. I'm for the 
sense of responsibility that is instilled in list-owners who are also 
receiving money for what they do. 


Lets move this discussion to alt.free.boatanchors, which I'm sure 
someone will start real soon now. 


Bill Hawkins, who probably should have gone for a walk before typing 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: Norm Flasch <flasch@cushy.eecs.nwu.edu> 

Subject: Re: Competition, what competition? 

Message-ID: <199603062312.RAAQ1015@cushy.eecs.nwu.edu> 


The cost of the list is trivial compared to its quality. $12.00 
doesn't buy much these days. We here at Northwestern pay $204.00 
a year just to park! For that, you are not guaranteed a parking 
spot and it goes up every year! I guess it is just a matter of 
perspective. 


I too like the list just the way it is, do not mind the $12.00 charge 

and do not care what Jack does with the funds. He is doing a first 

rate job with the list. Keep it up Jack! 

Norm Flasch flasch@eecs.nwu.edu Northwestern University 
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: Dave <72550.2274@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Cure for Yellowed Dials?? 

Message-ID: <960306011322_72550.2274_THD56-1@CompuServe. COM> 


I recently aquired a rusty old NC-57 coated with decades of gooey crud... Just 
the kind of project any true BAite would love... One thing I need some help on 
though is curing the badly yellowed dials. Can these yellowed dials be scrubbed 
clean and white without removing the markers? If so, scrubbed with what? Or am 
I stuck with a pair of yellow dials no matter what.... 


Suggestions welcome... 
73's 


Dave Hutchison KW9U 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: spindob@water.ci.seattle.wa.us 

Subject: CW Crystals 

Message-ID: <199603061639.AA02891@relay.interserv.com> 


Hi Gang: 

I got my catalog from CW crystals yeterday and the prices look very appealing. 
Does anyone know of the quality of their workmanship? Has anyone got any 

experience buying from them and using their crystals? 


Thanks Brian KA7KUZ 
spindob@water.ci.seattle.wa.us 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: lkayser@WorldLink.ca (Larry Kayser) 

Subject: CW Crystals 

Message-ID: <9603062213 .AA05095@beacon.WorldLink.ca> 


>Hi Gang: 

>I got my catalog from CW crystals yeterday and the prices look very appealing. 
>Does anyone know of the quality of their workmanship? Has anyone got any 
>experience buying from them and using their crystals? 


Brian KA7KUZ 
I have been using CW crystals for many years now, he is not very fast, a few 
weeks of turn around, but he gets the job done and they work fine for me. 


What more can I say? 


Larry 
va3lk / wa3zia 


PS the estimates of an alternative list costs were seriously flawed from my 
perspective, Jack and Phil have my vote and my $12 as well. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 


From: "Colin Schmutter" <cschmutter@bcit.bc.ca> 
Subject: Re: Drake T-4XC mic. gain levels 
Message-ID: <199603061902.LAA25905@mozart.bcit.bc.ca> 


Thanks to all that replied about the T-4XC mic gain setting. 
The responses were very helpful. 


After sorting through the replies, I called Drake and spoke to Tom, 
their service technician. 


His reply was that with a Shure 444 mic the normal gain setting was 
around 10 0,clock and that the PA current would indicate around 0.15 
amps and a watt meter on the RF out would indicate around 20 to 30 
watts. Any further advancement of the gain control would not produce 
any increase in output power but would just increase background 
noise. 


In actual fact he went on to say, the true peak current and RF output 
is much higher than indicated, but the inertia of the meter movements would 
not show the true peaks. 


Tom also indicated the ALC action comes into effect at maximium 
power out.This can be measured at the AGC out jack on the AC4 power 
supply. 


The presence of a negative voltage on this jack with voice peaks 
indicates that RF out is at maximum. 


It would seem from the above that my T-4XC is operating normally and 
my understanding of its operation was in error. 


Colin Schmutter 

Networks and Communications 

British Columbia Institute Technology 
CSCHMUTTER@BCIT.BC.CA 


(604) 432-8858 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: mack@mails.imed.com 


Subject: DX20 in SF 
Message-ID: <9602068261.AA826133154@mails.imed.com> 


I am in Texas but would love to have the DX20 that Scott Townley was 
*giving awayx. I would like to work out a deal with someone in the 
Bay area. If the receiver is an HR 10 I would like it as well. 


Thanks for the help. 


Ray 
WD5IFS 
mack@mails.imed.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: Vlad Dvorkin <dvorkin@pcs.mot.com> 

Subject: E-mail address of Leonard Hunter 

Message-ID: <199603061717 .MAAQ3340@iron65> 


Hello, 


Does anybody have a e-mail address of Leonard Hunter ? 
I lost it. 

Thanks, 

Vlad 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: Jack Ray <k4mzw@akorn.net> 

Subject: Expenses et. al. !!!! 

Message-ID: <199603061531.KAA22650@paris.akorn.net> 


C'mon Guys, Jeeeezzz: 

What difference does it make what the expenses are for providing this 
service? If you feel that you get value from this reflector then the cost 
is a personal decision. If the $ 12.00 fee is too much then you can look 
elsewhere for this kind of information. 


As one who keeps a 2-meter repeater going without any dues of any kind I 
can attest to the time, money, and aggravation that comes from those few who 
want all of the things in life to be free! 


This is a terrific way to exchange ideas and information about "old gear" 
and other collectable radio memoribilia, and asking those of us who use it 
to help defray the cost isn't too much to ask. Besides the ONLY people who 
are ENTITLED to detailed expenses are those with monetary investment in the 
enterprise NOT those who merely subscribe to the service. 


Now if those of you who think you are due this information would like to 
submit your checks for hardware costs, software expenses, telephone lines, 
programming time, etc. then I'm sure Jack and Philip will welcome your 
participation! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: sinned@VNET.IBM.COM 

Subject: Fee or Free 

Message-ID: <199603062316.RAAQ5235@uro.theporch. com> 


I'm new to the BA & Glowbugs list machines ( been on 3-4 weeks) so I 
missed all the past "freebies". In that short time I; 1-found a book 
I've been seeking since 1978, 2-found a coil that I've needed for 4 
years, 3-discovered where the informed people with my affliction for 
tube type transmitters gather and ragchew. 

Certainly this is very time efficient for me. Personally, I believe 
in paying for what I like and use. The providers of this list 
provide what I want for a price that feels reasonable. I sent the $12. 
It's worth every penny. If the providers profit and I think I'm 
getting my money's worth, hey that's what used to be called the 
"American way" before that became politically incorrect. 

Dennis KC5EPZ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: "basalop" <basalop@eskimo.com> 

Subject: Re: Filament life question 

Message-ID: <199603061258.EAA21997@mail.eskimo.com> 


> Subject: Filament life question 


> Is it more damaging to thoriated tungsten transmitter tube filaments 
> to be turned on/off frequently 


Hi Dennis, 

I have had the same question cross my mind before. I found the 
following information from a installation and operation sheet for an 
813. Since it has the same type filaments as the 808 I am going to 


assume the following information will apply: 


The filament of the 813 is of the thoriated-tungsten type. The 


filament voltage should not vary more than plus or minus 5 percent. 
from the rated value; othetherwise, loss of filament emission may 
result. It is recommended that if the average number of daily 
interruptions of the transmitter is gereater than 100 per day, the 
filament voltage should be maintainded at 80 percent of normal during 
the stand-by periods. If the number of interuptions is less than 100 
per day, the filament power may be removed during stand-by periods. 


Another one an engineer at a coastal marine station told me was if 

you set your filament voltage to spec when you tune up the 

transmitter, then back off the filament voltage just until the power output 
begins to drop, you can extend the tubes life by (and I forget the 

amount now ) a very substanual amount. I am going to get in contact 

with this fella again and have him give me the 'numbers' again. 


Now most of us don't have such control over our filament voltage but 
there seems to be no problem when it comes to turning them on and 
off and making sure the voltage is at least withiin specs. 


73 Jim K7SLI 
basalop@eskimo.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
Subject: Re: Filament life question 

Message-ID: <199603062331.KAA22684@vifp.monash.edu.au> 


Dear Jim and the rest of the group, 


> 

> Another one an engineer at a coastal marine station told me was if 

> you set your filament voltage to spec when you tune up the 

> transmitter, then back off the filament voltage just until the power 
output 

> 

> begins to drop, you can extend the tubes life by (and I forget the 
> amount now ) 


This discussion reminded of one of the few things I can remember about that 
part of my engineering course which dealt with light bulbs. (they had 
already written off firebottles at the university eng. dept. in 1968 - 
little did they know...) 


Apparently the relationship between filament life and voltage has the 
distinction of having the highest exponent of any mathematical relationship 
found in the physical world even though it's really an empirically derived 
one rather than a physical "law". The life of a filament is inversely 
proportional to the ***12thx*x* power of the voltage applied so it's not 
Surprising that fine control of filament volatge has a very direct bearing 
on how long directly heated tubes last. 


I always worry about this when using a diode noise generator as the noise 
diode operates with a plain tungsten filament at higher temperatures than a 
thoriated filament tube and glows as brightly as a light bulb - looks very 
disconcerting coming from a miniature tube envelope. 


Morris VK3DOC 
morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 

From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net> 

Subject: FOR SALE: 1965 Lafayette Radio Electronics catalog $10.00 mailed 
Message-ID: <199603060146.UAA07696@northshore.shore.net> 


I have a nice condition copy of the 1965 Lafayette Radio Electronics 
catalogue that is surplus to my needs. It contains over 500 pages of 
merchandise from 30 years ago; radios, parts, etc. Very interesting 
stuff! $10.00 includes postage. If interested please reply by e-mail. 


13% 


Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1 
mc@shore. net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: "TOM CLINTON" <TOM_CLINTON_at_ASO200@mail.hq.faa.gov> 
Subject: For trade/wanted 

Message-ID: <9602068261.AA826174010@mail.hq.faa.gov> 


For trade only: 


R390A - Motorola. This is a good receiver - everything works 
including both meters. It's an old unit (1954 I think) but the only 
scratches on the front panel are where the rack mounting screws marred 
the paint around the holes. I'm sure it could use a little tweaking 
(what couldn't in the eyes of a true BA'er) but I have used it on the 
air as recently as a few months ago and it worked fine. It has a top 


and bottom cover although some of the screws are missing from them. 


SP600JX-26 - Again, its a nice old Hammarlund. This one is a 
military, rack mount unit and there is no top cover (can't remember if 
the bottom cover is there or not - I'm at the office). Everything 
works on this one and it appears to be original although I'm not a 
SP600 expert (how's that for fleaspeak) . 


Wanted: 


Johnson Valiant or Collins 32V3 (doesn't everyone) in good original 
condition. 


Hickok Indicating Traceometer with all good meters. 


The receivers are for trade only since I never seem to do very good 
buying and selling (I am not a dealer). When I try to buy something, 
it is always priced like gold. When I try to sell something, I can't 
seem to give it away. 


Thanks! Tom, AD4ML (770) 955-1192 Please no calls after 9:00pm Eastern 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: Sandy Blaize <70401.134@compuserve.com> 

Subject: FS/SWAP: Gonset G-76/Power supply 

Message-ID: <960307004545_70401.134_THD69-1@CompuServe. COM> 


I have a Gonset G-76 transceiver I aquired. Would like to sell it or 
(preferably) trade it off. It is working OK on all bands except 6 meters. It 
has the plug-in 100 khz calibrator. It is cosmetically fair. The front panel 
looks OK. The paint on the cast cowl is peeling off. The cabinets are OK 
with paint flaked off here and there. Also it needs a set of knobs. What is 
on it is not original! 

Have the matching power supply/loudspeaker unit (AC) and a photocopy of the 
original instruction manual. 

Would like to trade for a pre-1940 transmitter, Hallicrafters HT-19, 
Johnson Viking "Navigator", what have you! 

73, 
Sandy W5TVW 


Boat Anchors collected, restored, modified and used! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: "“Lahlum Ross" <ross_lahlum@msmail.wes.mot.com> 


Subject: FW: AC HUM PROBLEMS 
Message-ID: <9603060436.AA14657@kay.wes.mot.com> 


From: Lahlum Ross on Tue, Mar 5, 1996 10:26 PM 
Subject: RE: AC HUM PROBLEMS 


Maybe you have a ground loop. Try using a 3-prong adapter on your power plug 
to lift the ground. 


Ross/KB9JIR 


>The SX-101 was built for a two wire AC line cord like most of that 
>era. Someone added a 3 prong for safety purposes. Am I trying to ground 
>the poor thing twice with different potentials on each ground? 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net> 

Subject: GRC-9 Accessories, Bits and Pieces 

Message-ID: <199603061308.IAA24576@northshore.shore.net> 


On Tuesday March 5th 1996, Joseph W Pinner,KC5IJD <kc5ijd@aol.com> wrote: 


>I have recently acquired an RT-77/GRC-9 and an presently looking for some 
>parts of the system: 


Hello Joseph: 


The world-famous FAIR RADIO SALES still has some of the GRC-9 bits and 
pieces available, despite the fact that they are not listed in the 
catalogue. I also think they still have a few of the hand-cranked 
generators, legs and seats. If memory serves me, Phil told me that 
they do NOT have any cranksets, but Boatanchorite First Class Don Merz 
listed 'em a while back and I expect may have a set or two left. The 
GN-43 for the GRC-109 will also work fine with the GRC-9. 


Hope this helps! 
73, 


Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1 
mc@shore.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: MODSTEPH@ACS.EKU.EDU 

Subject: Re: Hallicrafter HT-18 

Message-ID: <Q1I20LPN2KOYOO5PZ6@ACS.EKU.EDU> 


I would say you did NOT pay too much for that combination - you 
got a good deal if they are in anywhere near decent condition. 


The HT-18 is indeed a low power transmitter, putting out about five 
watts on 800 mtr, and down to about 3 watts on ten meters. 
Hallicrafters 
started making them in about 1947, and there was a companion look-alike 
receiver (S-53 or sosomething like that). Many used the HT-18 as and 
exciter for amplifiers; others used it as a VFO. I used one for many 
years as a QRP transmitter, getting good reports (stability and tone, 
anyway) with it. Never did try it on FM... 


73, Al NSAIT 
modsteph@acs.eku.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: "Larry R. Johnson" <larryj@teleport.com> 

Subject: Hallicrafters HT-18 - What is this? 
Message-ID: <199603061518 .HAA10703@Linda.teleport.com> 


Last night, a friend wanted to clean out some old "junk" and asked me if 

I was interested in purchasing it (he knows I have such relics as the Heath 
AT-1, DX-40, DX-100, Hallicrafters SX-100, Johnson Viking Adventurer and 
Navigator, etc. etc.) Being a sucker for such stuff in the old time ham gear 
museum as part of the ham shack, I bought his Viking Ranger and this 
Hallicrafters HT-18. It appears to be a low-power transmitter. 


I certainly know what the Ranger is (its condition is probably about a 

6-7 on a scale of 10 - no apparant mods, holes, etc., but the dial slips 
some like on my Navigator.) The Hallicrafters HT-18 I've never seen before - 
it has 5-bands 80-10 meters, has a slide-rule VFO dial, a switch for one of 
three crystals/M.0./F.M., and a Plate switch. It is about the size of one of 
the old S-38 receivers. I would give it a 8-8.5 on a scale of 10 for 
condition and appearance. It has a flip-top cover like my SX-100 and a 
different antenna connector which is a 2-screw terminal strip marked 72 
ohms. 


I didn't get any kind of manual or other paperwork with these rigs. I'm 
sure there are plenty of Ranger manual copies available, but not sure about 
this HT-18. Sorry if this rig has been covered/beat to death before, but I 


just recently started reading this list. Did I pay to much for this gear? 
($100 for the Ranger and the HT-18.) 


Thanks in advance, 


Larry Johnson K7LJ 
Communications Engineer 
City of Portland, OR Communications Services 


email: larryj@teleport.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: Re: Hallicrafters HT-18 - What is this? 
Message-ID: <60830.ddillman@igc.apc.org> 


On Wed, 6 Mar 1996 09:19:24 -0600 (CST), 
Larry R. Johnson <larryj@teleport.com> wrote: 


>Hallicrafters HT-18. It appears to be a low-power transmitter. 


Are you xsurex that slide rule dial is for the VFO? This little item 
sounds like the transmitter we once had at our high school club 
station. Since that was more than 30 years ago my memory is a bit 
fuzzy but on that rig, which was indeed in a S-38 type case, it was 
the tuning and loading controls that appeared on the slide rule dial. 
Plus I believe it had plug in coils, at least for the final. 


I've never seen one since. Might be fun to have around. Lemme know 
if my ID is correct. 


Dick Dillman 
WPE2VT N6VS- ex-WA2BIK 
<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: Dave <72550.2274@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Hammurland Noise Immunizer Circuit 

Message-ID: <960306125541_72550.2274_THD35-1@CompuServe. COM> 


Anyone have the parts and/or schematic for the Hammurland noise immunizer 
circuit as described in a recent issue of Electric radio? 


Thanks 


Dave Hutchison KW9U 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: kbOqil@kbOqil-uhf.ampr.org 

Subject: HP 608D, 608E, and 608F Sig Gens ?? 
Message-ID: <1237@kb0qil.ampr.org> 


Hello all, de Dan. I am interested in information on HP later 608 Sig 
Gens. The D, E, and F's seem to be available. The primary use would be 


for tuning receivers, etc. 


What are the relative merits of each. Do they all have internal x'tal 
reference. How is that reference controled, bare or oven. 


What should be looked for? Can the 'D' be extended to cover the 440 band? 
What should I have asked, but didn't. 
Thank you all in advance. 


73's Dan 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: "Randy Zelick" <RANDY@sbii.sb2.pdx.edu> 

Subject: Re: HP 608D, 608E, and 608F Sig Gens ?? 
Message-ID: <23FA5611D8E@sbili.sb2.pdx.edu> 


Hi Dan, 


I've used 608's a lot, and found them to be good units regardless of suffix. 


are some 
things to be aware of, however: 


There 


1. They are chronically temperature-unstable. Just expect to let it warm up for a 


day or two 
unless you don't mind mucho drift at 400 MHz. 


2. They are leaky. You can't trust small microvolt readings, and especially 
without an 


attenuator pad. If you don't have one, find a surplus 20 dB unit (it is easier to 


do 10X 


math! ) 


3. On the good side, they put out a lot of signal. I have a Gertsch for doing 2- 

way radio 

alignment - very nice, stable, exact freq, etc *xBUT* it cannot cram enough signal 
down a badly 

misaligned helically-tuned front end to get started. So I always warm up the 608! 


4. If you can get one with a output for a frequency counter, it will be more 
convenient, but 

you will have to been careful about signal leakage from the connector cable. Use 
only 

double-shielded/100% shield coverage coax to do the connection. Otherwise a 
sensitive receiver 

will hear the generator even without an antenna connection! 


Enjoy, 


=Randy= 

Randy Zelick 

Dept. Biology 

Portland State University 

P.O. Box 751 

Portland, OR 97207 

503-725-3086 (voice), 503-725-3864 (fax) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 

From: John Kolb <jlkolb@cts.com> 

Subject: Re: HP 608D, 608E, and 608F Sig Gens ?? 

Message-ID: <Pine.SC0.3.91.960306154703 .20016B-100000@sd.cts.com> 


On Wed, 6 Mar 1996 kbOqil@kbOqil-uhf.ampr.org wrote: 
> Hello all, de Dan. I am interested in information on HP later 608 Sig 
> Gens. The D, E, and F's seem to be available. The primary use would be 


> for tuning receivers, etc. 


Also, how do the HP-608's compare to the URM-26's, which are MUCH 
smaller, and also rather available. 


John Kolb KK6IL jlkolb@cts.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: ksOf@i1.net (MIKE SANDERS) 
Subject: HRO to HRO coils 


Message-ID: <199603062159.PAA06946@mail1.i1.net> 


Greetings All, 

W7XK and I have been bouncing coils back and forth for a while and have 
come to some interesting conclusions and facts about the HRO series of coils. 
Some of you may be aware of this so this post is for those who are not. In all 
my talks with others it has never come out either so I don't think this is 
common 
knowledge. With only a couple exceptions due to mechanical design of the 
handles or lockdown pins all HRO coils work in all HROs. The only exception 
would be the HRO60 double conversion coils A, B and above and bandspread 
coils in those freq ranges. The HRO60 coils will work in the 50 and vice versa 
if they are in the freq range lower than the A and B coils. The HRO5 coils will 
work in a 50 (this is where the mechanical design comes into play) and the 
HRO7 coils will work in a HRO5 and HRO50. HRO5O coils will work in the 
HRO5 etc etc etc. We did not have an HRO7 to use but did have some HRO7 
coils. Tuning is the main thing when going from one receiver to another. The 
coils require touching up in some cases very little in others. 

The pull handles on the HROS5 series make it difficult to get the 
coils into 
the HRO7 or 50/60 with the lockdowns but they will work. The HRO7s lockdown 
pins will work in either the 5 or the 50 and 60 and of course the 50/60 will 
allow 
for installation in the 7 or the 5 with no problem either. 

The only thing we did not try was the HRO50 AD coil in the HRO5. Maybe 
later. 

73 de KSOF 
ksOQf@i1.net 


P.S. Still looking for HRO50 coils A and C (I am currently using the HRO60 
or HRO7 C coil 

in this receiver but have no A coil for it although the HRO5 A coil would 
work) and other HRO 

stuff. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: "Richard L. Duell" <rduell@iac.net> 

Subject: I Can't Believe It!!! 

Message-ID: <199603070042.TAA11246@great-miami.iac.net> 


I can't believe The negative comments I'm reading about the $12 fee! 
I don't send flames, but this has me tempted. For those of you who 


believe $12 is unreasonable, don't subscribe. Finito!! 


Andy (G8PTH) said it all: 


>"There are people who know the price of everything but the value of 
>nothing." 


Let's get rid of the sourness and get back to the fun. 


73, Rich - W5VDU 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: standard@pcs.mb.ca 

Subject: I DISHWASHED MY SWAN 350!! 

Message-ID: <199603062231.QAA27702@pcs.mb.ca> 


Well, with all this talk about dishwashing your BA, I thought I might as 
well give it a try. I've sent many an American 5 through the old KitchenAid 
but never a big XCVER. I thing in really matters what kind of a rig you are 
washing and what kind of water you have in your area. Heres the story. 


I bought a SWAN 350 a few weeks ago sight unseen from a ham in BC. It was a 
good price and all I really wanted was the power supply and the tubes. The 
SWAN 350 comes with the power supply and speaker mounted in a seperate 
enclosure, much like most 5 band HF rigs fron the 60's. This was no doubt 
the most ugly rig I have ever bought, as it was covered in what smelt like 
cat urine and 1/4" of GUNK! 


I removed the top and bottom covers, yanked the tubes, the knobs, the VFO 
gear reduction knob, the high voltage lid, and sent it to the dishwasher. I 
was going to remove the meter but it seemed like too much work. (I also 
removed the two dial lamps from their sockets) 


I set the dishwasher on "low energy" which defeats the element on the dry 

cycle, filled the soap dish with Electrosol, and let it go. When the cycle 

was finished I removed the rig and stuck it in the oven at 150 bake for 2 hours. 
The rig was so hot when I removed it from the oven I just about dropped it 

on the floor. Except for the 1/8" of water still sloshing around in the 

bottom of the meter, the rig looked BRAND NEW. 


I was going to fire the thing up before I went on holidays but the audio 
output transformer was still a little soggy and the meter wouldnt’ dry out 


in time. I let it sit for about 2 weeks before I turned it on last night. 


I oiled the switches and shaft bushings, replaced the tubes and knobs, 
plugged in the power supply and stood back. 


The rigs works 100% all bands, looks like new inside and out, except for 


some previous chips etc. on the cover, and is now one of the best looking 
SWANS in my collection. 


The only effects I could see was that on one of the tuning coils, the paper 

coil form had started to unravel about 1/16" at the tip of the paper, like a 
toilet paper roll, on one lamination only. This was still about 3/8" above 

where the slug was sitting, and well above the winding. I put a little glue 
on it and stuck it back on, for looks only. 


We have VERY soft water here in Winnipeg, and no deposits of any kind were 
on the chassis. 


I think I might give the rig a once over this weekend just to peak the coils 
in case a few of the slugs shifted, but otherwise I'm very pleased with the 
results. 


NOTE: The power supply c/w transformer is not in the same enclosure with 
the rest of the rig, I'm not sure I would want to get it wet. 


73 


Gary VE4YH 

Gary Smith VE4YH 
standard@pcs.mb.ca 
VE4YH@VE4KV .#WPG.MB.CAN.NA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock) 

Subject: Just this once I'll comment..... 

Message-ID: <9603061458.AA26280@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com> 


Gang, 


Up until now I have refrained from commenting on the "fee 
vs. free" controversy, partly because I cannot understand why 
it's a controversy at all. As I see it, the bottom line is 
simply this: If someone runs this kind of thing "for fun" and 
it gets to be burdensome, either financially, timewise, or both, 
the two possible options are: 


1) Charge a fee for the service, or 
2) Shut it down. 


The alternative to the service as it now exists is some kind 
of commercially-run venture which in all liklihood would cost 


*MUCH* more than $1.00 a month per subscriber. Can you even 
*GUESS* how much it would cost for "boatanchors@aol.com?" 


Almost nothing in life is free, and it is patently unfair to 
*xDEMAND* that someone continue to provide a free service if that 
someone has reached the point that providing said "freebie" is 
too burdensome. My time is valuable, your time is valuable, and 
so is Phil's (and Jack's). 


Generally, I get far more from these lists then from any 
other membership or subscription I have, and with a few 
exceptions (Auto-Call, NCVA, North East Weak Signal Group, and my 
local ham club) I pay more than $12/year for each - in some 
cases (like IEEE) a *xLOT* more. 


Your mileage may vary..... 


73, 
Paul, K4MSG 
(|_|) Paul H. Bock, Jr. K4MSG Internet: pbock@melpar.esys.com 


| |) Principal Systems Engineer Telephone: (703) 560-5000 x2062 


"You can have my bug when you can pry my cold, dead fingers from 


around it..... - anonymous radiotelegraph operator 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net> 

Subject: LAFAYETTE RADIO ELECTRONICS CATALOG SOLD!!! 
Message-ID: <199603060246. VAA22484@northshore.shore.net> 


The subject line says it all! 
73, 


Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1 
mc@shore. net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: dj@bllac.JPL.NASA.GOV (Dayton Jones) 

Subject: Looking for HQ-180A clock 

Message-ID: <199603061746. JAA20067@bllac.jpl.nasa. gov> 


I just acquired an HQ-180A receiver, and would like to add 
the 24-hour clock that came with the HQ-180AC models. Does 
anyone have a parts unit with a working clock? Also, can 
someone tell me if the various HQ-series receivers all used 
the same clock? By the way, this old set appears to be far 
more sensitive than the receiver in my mostly-solid-state 
FT-101E, and it certainly does a better job of lighting up 
the ceiling! 

Dayton Jones, NT6S 

(dj@bllac.jpl.nasa.gov) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: dj@bllac.JPL.NASA.GOV (Dayton Jones) 

Subject: Looking for HQ-180A clock 

Message-ID: <199603061750.JAA20078@bllac.jpl.nasa.gov> 


I just acquired an HQ-180A receiver, and would like to add 
the 24-hour clock which came with the HQ-180AC model. Does 
anyone have a parts unit with a working clock? Also, can 
someone tell me if all the HQ-series receivers used the same 
clock? By the way, this old receiver appears to be quite a 
bit more sensitive than the receiver in my mostly-solid-state 
FT-101E, and it certainly does a better job of lighting up 
the ceiling! 

Dayton Jones, NT6S 

(dj@bllac.jpl.nasa.gov) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Re: Looking for HQ-180A clock 

Message-ID: <9603062117 .AAQ03514@taku> 


----- Begin Included Message ----- 

By the way, this old set appears to be far 

more sensitive than the receiver in my mostly-solid-state 
FT-101E, and it certainly does a better job of lighting up 
the ceiling! 


----- End Included Message ----- 


That's what I like about my HQ-170 (and the Drake sets) -- they 
glow nicely and you can see the tubes inside. 


Mine was made without the clock, also -- and I have heard 

that they all tend to quit after a while. I believe there 

IS a source for Telechron mechanisms, but that you 

can also get them from old clock-radios or clocks from the 
60s-70s, they were common. 


I have seen both 12 and 24-hour versions for the Hammarlunds. 


My 170 needs repair -- a cap INSIDE one of the IF cans 

seems to have shorted. I have to remove the transformer to 
get into the can...apparently this isn't too unusual, either. 
Just have to bite the bullet and do it. 


Robert Fowle on the BA list is the guru for Hammarlund. 
I have his address if he doesn't automatically reply to 
you. Hmm....it's 

hammarlund@voyager.net 


he sometimes has parts and accessories, etc. Nice guy! 


73, and good luck in the search. 
--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


P.S. To the rest of BA...was it just the 170A model which 
had the dark bezel around the dials? Mine is a light 
cast-metal color which looks original. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

Subject: Re: Looking for HQ-180A clock 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.960306165306.2735B-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


On Wed, 6 Mar 1996, Andy Wallace wrote: 


That's what I like about my HQ-170 (and the Drake sets) -- they 
glow nicely and you can see the tubes inside. 

Mine was made without the clock, also -- and I have heard 

that they all tend to quit after a while. I believe there 

IS a source for Telechron mechanisms........... 


VVVV WV 


Maybe this has been mentioned before, but I have "repaired" some electric 
clocks (Telechron, G.E., etc) by drilling a small hole in the casing and 
spraying in some WD-40. 


E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: W7FG@aol.com 

Subject: Manuals Needed 

Message-ID: <960306202050_162092950@emout06.mail.aol.com> 


I'm looking for the following manuals, will buy or trade for originals or 
Near perfect copies: 


Kenwood TS-520S Operating manual (Like what came with radio). 
Gonset G-28 and G-50 

Military URC-32 

Set of Ryders trouble shooting books 


Please reply to: W7FG@AOL.com 


Thanks and 73's Gary 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 

From: doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com (DENNIS DOONAN X6916 (KG9DO) ) 
Subject: McMurdo Silver 701 Tubes 

Message-ID: <9603061201.AA24719@etn.com> 


Greeting from cold, wet and snowy Wisconsin. 


A local friend, WOWLN, who is not connected to the ‘net picked up 
a McMurdo Solver 701 transmitter about 10 years ago. I've been talking 
about tube gear so much on the 10 meter net that he decided to dig it 
out and try to get it on the air. 

It is a 4 tube set, with only two of the installed. I have never 
seen one before and could find very little about it. 

Can any one provide a list of the tubes and their locations? 

Can any one point Bob in the direction of a schematic? He has been 
a home brewer/builder/repair type for many years, so he should not 
have a big problem with the information. 

Oops, almost forgot, what are the power supply requirments? 


Thanks everyone. 
73 de Dennis, KG9DO 
doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: "TOM CLINTON" <TOM_CLINTON_at_ASO200@mail.hq.faa.gov> 


Subject: NC-300 S-meters + excessive noise 
Message-ID: <9602058260.AA826087471@mail.hq.faa.gov> 


This is my first digital "QSO" so I hope I don't screw it up and get 
in trouble with the "FCC". 


I recently needed to remove the S-meter from a National NC-300 that I 
am restoring. When I unscrewed the screws that hold the solder lugs 
on the back of the meter, I heard the sickening sound of the nuts 
dropping off the ends of the screws inside the meter housing. I had 
assumed that the screws were threaded into the brass pads on the back 
of the meter but actually the pads simply had clearance holes 
requiring nuts on the inside. Most meters have threaded posts 
(actually the end of a screw whose head is inside the meter) but this 
unit was "tuther way round" and had no evidence of being modified. 

It is no easy task to take the meter apart to make it "whole" again. 


I have two other NC-300's and an NC-303 (same S-meter) which I checked 
for the same problem. There seems to have been different suppliers of 
S-meters for National. The others had the more conventional screw 
orientation and two of them actually had transparent meter bodies so 
you can look before you leap. 


Suffice to say, if I ever have to remove a meter that has the oddball 
screw orientation, I would simply unsolder the wires from the solder 
lugs and leave the screws alone. Hope this saves someone a little 
grief. 


BTW, each of my NC-300/303's seem to have excessive noise (frying, 
crackling, type). I have checked and replaced all the usual suspects 
(tubes, condensers, etc.) but they seem to be inherently noisier than 
other receivers of mine. Since all four units have about the same 
noise level, I'm beginning to think it must be the design. I find 
that I run the RF gain somewhat below max to tolerate the noise and 
the units still seem to have plenty of gain. Any suggestions out 
there? Thanks! 


Tom Clinton, AD4ML 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: W7FG@aol.com 

Subject: Need pair of 6A5's 

Message-ID: <960306202124 162093461@emout06.mail.aol.com> 


I'm trying to locate a pair of 6A5's for my Collins Model 16F transmitter. 


Any out there in Boat Anchor land?? 
Please reply to: W7FG@AOL..COM 


73's Gary 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: David Adams <dave@flowserver.stem.com> 

Subject: Paint problem 

Message-ID: <9603060640.AA06251@flowserver.stem.com> 


Greetings! Still looking for a paint recommendation for the 
Hallicrafters HT-40. I was told that Krylon Dove Grey would be a 
perfect match for the cabinet. As it happens it IS a perfect match 
for the knobs (which makes it not a bad choice), but the cabinet is 
more of a blue-gray. Does anyone have a ref for this popular halli 
color? 


dave 

David J Adams N9UXU QRP-L #83 
dave@flowserver.stem.com NorCal QRP #1442 

(415) 813-5028 Flow Cytometry Specialist 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: maccary@on-ramp.ior.com 

Subject: Penny wise, pound foolish 

Message-ID: <mOtuTom-Q0ORm6C@on-ramp.ior.com> 


I have been told many times that HAMS ARE CHEAP! Now I know it from all of 
the flack thrown up over 12 lousy bucks. 


Mac 
Lawrence M. MacCary --- A Subscriber at Internet On-Ramp, Inc. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net> 

Subject: Re: Please Provide Reports on Expenses 
Message-ID: <199603061316.IAA25913@northshore.shore.net> 


On Tuesday, March 5th 1995 Jerry Flanders wrote: 


>I would appreciate getting a full report _NOW_ on the expenses that you 
>allude to above - I will not be able to read it weeks from now after you 
>have cut me off. I think everyone is willing to help pay the bills, but I 
>suspect many of us aren't interested in "subscribing" to a commercial 
>magazine that we ourselves are writing. 


Jerry: 


With all due respect I think asking Phil/Jack for an accounting is out 

of order. Would you ask Barry Wiseman about his financial matters regarding 
ELECTRIC RADIO just because it is a hobby publication? Writers contribute 
material GLADLY to both BOATANCHORS and ELECTRIC RADIO with no financial 
remuneration expected. I cannot speak for others, but I do it because 

a LOT of people gave of their time and knowledge to ME back in the 1960s 
when I was but a ‘Johnny Novice' and didn't know very much. Well, now I 

see it as payback time and I am glad to SHARE what little I have picked 

up over the years to those who will follow suit in the years to come. 


When the subject of subscription list was hashed out here a few months back 
I went on record as being against it because I felt (and still feel) that 
everyone interested in this stuff should have access to it - to offer items 
for sale and contribute to the tremendous store of information and knowledge 
in the Boatanchor archives and ftp site. I suggested that some kind of 

free access be maintained by ftp for those to whom $12.00 would represent 
some kind of hardship. I sent my $12.00 to Phil long before any 

cutoff date was indicated because I feel that the list is well worth it. 
>From your comments above I conclude that this list and the efforts of those 
who make it possible, Phil Porch, Jack Hill and the folks who give of their 
time, expertise and experience to ENHANCE the ART o£ BOATANCHORS is not 
worth $12.00 to you. 


I don't give a rat's rear end if Jack/Phil make a profit on BOATANCHORS! 
That is between them and Uncle Sap! All I am interested in is that this 
wonderful resource continue to exist. I am still hoping that some kind 

of limited access be afforded to the entire Net and ham radio community 

so that no one will be excluded. I am very thankful that $12.00 is but a 
mere pittance to me and I can send off a check without worrying that it will 
deprive me of something more important. 


Please do not take this as a flame as it is not intended as such. I offer 
it as a commentary on the pay-to-play situation that is now de-facto policy 
whether you or I like it or agree with it. Demanding a "full report _NOW_" 
isn't going to change anything. 


Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1 
mc@shore. net 


Officially now an OLD BUZZARD (and proud of it!) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: "C. J. Hawley" <c-hawley@uiuc.edu> 

Subject: Re: Please Provide Reports on Expenses 
Message-ID: <313D9F24.15FO@uiuc.edu> 


Michael Crestohl wrote: 
On Tuesday, March 5th 1995 Jerry Flanders wrote: 


>I would appreciate getting a full report _NOW_ on the expenses that you 
>allude to above - I will not be able to read it weeks from now after you 
>have cut me off. I think everyone is willing to help pay the bills, but I 
>suspect many of us aren't interested in "subscribing" to a commercial 
>magazine that we ourselves are writing. 


Jerry: 


With all due respect I think asking Phil/Jack for an accounting is out 

of order. Would you ask Barry Wiseman about his financial matters regarding 
ELECTRIC RADIO just because it is a hobby publication? Writers contribute 
material GLADLY to both BOATANCHORS and ELECTRIC RADIO with no financial 
remuneration expected. I cannot speak for others, but I do it becausesnip 
Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1 

mc@shore.net 


VVVVNV VV VV VV VV VV VV MV 


You can speak for me. I don't have a problem with someone putting in the hours and 
frustration that these two fellows put in if they come out of the $12 per month 
with some left over. I don't understand the thinking of people who value something 
by the costs of the provider's overhead. I prefer to decide how much something is 
worth by what it's worth to me. For example, this list is worth a lot more to me 
than 73 Magazine which costs more per year. Easy eh? 


Chuck, KEQUW 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: "“Lahlum Ross" <ross_lahlum@msmail.wes.mot.com> 
Subject: R390A 

Message-ID: <9603060456.AA14685@kay.wes.mot.com> 


Thanks, everyone, for the many helpful replies when I asked for advice on 
getting an R390A. I've decided to go ahead & get one. Now I have another 


question - it seems like th R390A is pretty much regarded as a Collins radio, 
but there are many made by other vendors such as Motorola. Is there any 

manufacturer that should be avoided, or are they all equally good? Is there 
any particular reason why one would want to pay extra bucks for a Collins unit? 
If Collins is #1, then how would the others be ranked? 


Once I get my rig, I will report on how the restoration goes... 


73, 
Ross/KB9JIR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: R390A 

Message-ID: <9603061816.AA25334@bock.ih.att.com> 


Such a can of worms you may have opened -- hope you got your bass boat ready! 
Given that all these rx are pretty old by now, the quality and condition 

of a particular R390A wil have a lot more to do with its history of usage, 
maintenance, and storage (depot warehouse versus chicken shed), 

than with its ethnic heritage, ie, who built it. 


Collins made a few in the beginning, so theirs will be among the oldest, 
and thus maybe the most worn out. 


Many R390As were left tuned to one freq for months (what a waste, but at least 
they could stay put on a freq!), whereas others were constantly dialed back 
and forth for surveillance. After 10 years that makes a difference on the 
gear train. 


Remember the modular constuction means that by the time you get it, 
the RX may have IF, audio, and PS modules of other makes, and the PTO 
likewise. There was a lot of info gathered here about various PTOs, 
mostly about which were easier to re-linearize, but here again any PTO 
that tests well is going to stay linear for the time you own the rx. 


It's a VERY good idea not to buy an R390A signt unseen, or not working, 

as you want to personally check out the feel of the gears, the linearity of 
the PTO against the xtal calibrator, and that every band has about the same 
noise level. 


BTW, I think that all xtal filters for the IF bandwidths were made by Collins 
regardless, but better take that from someone who really knows. 


Anyway, congrats on your wise decision. Other radios may sound better, 
look nicer, feel better, have prettier dials, or do better on SSB, 
but overall the '90A can't be beat. 


73, mike k aa9rg 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: Dennis McLaughlin <DennisM2@ix.netcom.com> 
Subject: Re: R390A Help Need 

Message-ID: <313D0434.C62@ix.netcom. com> 


Jim Dillon wrote: 


Hi URR fans- 
The patient is a Motorola order 363-PH-54, serial #44. Stock. 


Symptom is no bands © to 8mc. on warmup and lately occasionally dropping 
out after warm-up. Can sometimes restore by jiggling between MVC and AVC. 


T sent me directly to V202 (6C4 1st mix) and V207(5654 1st xtal osc). Both 
have been changed out twice. Test Point E209 is -6.4 when op o.k. and near 
zilch when fubar. Just like the book says. T207 is peaked right on. 


Have cleaned HR202 xtal oven inside and out, cleaned pins and socket. 
Resistance of R213 close to 1 meg. Haven't pulled chassis to check 
C324/5/6. R211 0.k. to 150 supply. (These are 1st osc.grid compos). 


Questions: 
(1) Have I missed any known suspects in the neighborhood (or beyond)? 


VVVV VV VV VV VV VV VV MV 


Jim 

Check that the function selector switch (S102) terminals are not 
touching 
the RF chassis. Mine are within an 1/16". Not a good design. Also 
check 
that terminal 7 on the band switch (S208) is 150 VDC when on bands 0-7. 
The 
150 volts goes thru R210 to the screen of V207. This turns the 1st 
crystal 
oscillator on and off. The band switch could be out of alignment or 
dirty 
causing S208 terminals 6 and 7 to be intermintant. I doubt it is the 
crystal. The oven for the crystal is on all the time. The crystal is a 
17.00000 MC CR-27A/U. It is designed to operate at 75”C +- 1wC. 7pF 
shunt 
capacitance, load capacitance 32 pF, ESR 20 OHM, frequency stability 5 
PPM. 
Info from MIL-C-3098/9E. 


Hope this helps 
Dennis 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: Scott Townley <nx7u@primenet.com> 

Subject: Re: radio books 

Message-ID: <199603060659. XAA19749@usr3.primenet.com> 


At 01:24 02.03.1996 -0600, Gale Carlisle wrote: 

> 

>The following text books will be for sale . prices include shipping in 

>the US and Canada. 

> 

> 

>Radio Designers Handbook (F Langford-Smith) 1953, 1482 pages, 8 1/2"x5 1/2" 
>format. Price $25.00 US 

> 


I had contacted you earlier regarding this book. If I remember correctly 
you requested CDN funds in the proper amount. 

PROBLEM: It costs me no less than $25.00 (!) to get a draft in CDN$. 
Obviously, that's somewhat uneconomical. Is there any other acceptable 
method of payment? VISA would sure be nice, but I highly doubt you're a 
commercial enterprise in this, so...any suggestions? 

Thanks, 

Scott Townley 

nx7u@primenet.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: sorgatz@avatar.tti.com (Erik K.Sorgatz) 

Subject: Report on the availability of 8950 vacuum tubes 
Message-ID: <9603062303.AA05376@avatar.tti.com> 


BA'ites- 


Well I must say that this list's readership is responsive, many 

thanks for all the suggestions as to where I might find the elusive 
8950...but, to tell you the truth, the 8950's that are still alive 

and "For Sale" are destined to become either a) Mantlepiece Exhibits 
(i.e. - "Yeah, this one was very popular until the Great Vacuum Tube 
Shortage of the Mid '90's..") or b) excess scrap as the Eastern European 
countries gear-up to make millions more available! 


The prices I've ben quoted on the 8950, by those few vendors that still 
have them available are totally outrageous - and while I know the unwritten 
rule of this list is to not flame anyone/anything, there comes a point where 


availability vs price seems to bring out the very-worst in people's behavior! 


$80 for a tube that sold for as little as $12 only Two Years ago? Yep. That's 
the highest I was quoted. And the vendor (I wont embarrass them here) claimed 
that "They werent making a dime on the deal.." yeah right! Others offered them 
at between $65 and $75..and I thought those prices were exhorbitant too! 


The simple fact is that the 8950 is nothing more than a 12v filament version 
of the 6LF6..and given the fact that the Siltronix radios *DO* have a 6v fil 
supply available, can you guess what Im about to do? ;-) 


As for all the profiteers that are out there, trying to squeeze the maximum 
dollar from NOS vacuum tubes...may your customers seek to spend their money 
elsewhere! This situation xalmost* makes me wonder about getting an SBA loan 
to tool-up and make tubes as a main business! 


73! de KB6LUY 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: Jay Coward <jayc@hpmsd2.sj.hp.com> 

Subject: S-53A update 

Message-ID: <9603060127.AA07432@hpmsd2.sj.hp.com> 


Greetings to all, 

Thanks to all who took time to send hints and offers for manual and 
SAMS copies.I did run the BFO coil slug thru its range and got a beat 
note except that the level is too low for successful carrier reinsert- 
ion.Havn't had the time I'd like to get into this one as real life keeps 
taking it all up! 

As for an easily recognizable symbol or ID for BA'ers at swaps,how 
about a ball cap with an anchor and "scrabled eggs" similar to those that 
retired Navy personell wear? 

Concerning Foothill,I think that the price of a swap space has in- 
creased and that license plate numbers will be recorded for some sinister 
state purposes.I'll be at the Red Cross truck at 0800. See you all there. 

For all collectors and traders of AN/ARC-5 stuff I'm in need of a C-29 
control box (must be ARC-5 type) and a pair of connectors for it and a 
pair of connectors that go between the TX rack and the MD-7.I don't have 
the numbers handy but they arn't the same as SCR-274N types.Does anyone 
know where to get the ceramic beads used to insulate antenna leads in 
WWII aircraft?Also looking for the insulator for the CU-26/ART-13A,this 
is a bowl shaped 4 hole mount, about 3 1/2" diameter. 

Thanks and 73 Jay KE6PPF 


HEWLETT John Jay Coward 39201 Cherry Street MS NK10 
PACKARD jayc@hpmsd2.sj.hp.com Newark, California 94560 
Communications Components Division 510-505-5614 Fax 510-505-5560 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: aa4xrm%amos.UUCP@mathcs.emory.edu (Marty) 

Subject: Re: See you at Foothill 

Message-ID: <9603061129.AA13142@amos.YP.mystnite> 


We're having a Southeastern Antique Radio Society sympathy meet out here 
in a pkg. log across from the Atlanta hamfest sight June 8-9. 


It's at North Ave. & Glen Iris Dr. across fm old Sears Ponce de Leon. 


We'll all be wearing t-shirts that have a spotted owl grasping a 
7360 in it's endangered claws. 


A very small contingent will be at the Charlotte hamfest wearing t-shirts 
illustrating Steve Forbes backing his Harley over a Icom 706 with 
Lamar Alexander throwing a 6012 in the background. 


More reports next week from the south... 


MR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: Andy Howard WA4KCY <102452.362@compuserve.com> 
Subject: Shareholders Report? 

Message-ID: <960306173540_102452.362_DHT51-2@CompuServe. COM> 


Hello to all, 


I'm reluctant to get involved in a discussion that has absolutely nothing to do 
with vintage radio but I just could not pass up an opportunity . 


On Tuesday, March 5th 1995 Jerry Flanders wrote: 
>I would appreciate getting a full report _NOW_ on the expenses that you 


>allude to above - I will not be able to read it weeks from now after you 
>have cut me off. I think everyone is willing to help pay the bills, but I 


VV VV WV 


> >suspect many of us aren't interested in "subscribing" to a commercial 
> >magazine that we ourselves are writing. 


Jack, 


Was that a hot gold leaf stamped enbossed cover that you wanted for the annual 
report? And did you want four color process pictures on the inside? 


Let's see . . . . Jack spends four hours a day working on the list... . he 
bills the shareholders at a modest rate or $50 per hour... . that's $18,250 
per year in cost to the group... . hmmmm.. . . we're in trouble already! 


I think that I will just pay my $12 per year, sit back and enjoy the knowledge 
that I get from the list, don't worry about who's spending what where and 
whether or not Jack and Phil are remotely controlling the equipment from some 
tropical paradise. 


Who out there would be willing to spend the money for equipment, telephone 
lines, etc. and invest the time necessary to keep it all running for $10,000 per 
year? Running the list has to be like building a kilowatt AM transmitter and 
then selling it at a profit. Counting the time looking for parts and actually 
building the rig you would have a fortune invested. It has to be "a labor of 
love". 


I am quite sure that if we want to corrupt two professional people like Jack and 
Phil it will take more than $12 a year from each of us. 


Andy, WA4KCY 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: "Allan Fritsche" <fritsche@msn.com> 

Subject: Stand Corrected HUM problem 

Message-ID: <UPMAILO3 .199603070057370823@msn.com> 


Gang, should have worded message different. True Hum is Hum in a set and it 
always refers to an AC source. I think I really did screwup and state that 
the 60 cycle hum would cause some to just think that the filter caps were bad 
and replace the filters. I sometimes forget the knowledge base on this list 
and I apologize. True 60 Cycle hum would appear on a AC/DC set 
at the output, as in a S-38,etc. But the point I think I was trying to make is 


now not a point. Just as all know. keep your ground and antennae connections 
in shape. Sorry for the worthless Bandwidth.BTW I did tie both my ground rods 
together and can still hear a little HUM (60) If i run a standalone speaker 
lead from commercial ground to my buried radio ground. 

Must be the resistance in the old coax ground strap I tie the two together 
with. 


Not so worthless is what is the recommended length of a commercial ground 
rod for the AC mains, Iam sure there is code that has to be met but do not 
have a copy. Anyone know for Texas or in particular Houston. 


8 footers are avalabile at RS. 


Sorry 
Al 
fritsche@msn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: cfb@novum.com 

Subject: Steinite Labs crystal set question 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.960305225320.cfb@net.indra. com> 


Anyone know anything about a Steinite Labs crystal radio set built in 1924? Would 
something like this be worth $150? 


Charles F. Bacon 
cf£b@novum.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 

From: garland@PHYAS1.MPS.OHIO-STATE.EDU (James C. Garland) 

Subject: The Saga of a KWM2A 

Message-ID: <199603070152 .UAA04439@bottom.magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu> 


I've been gradually restoring a round-emblem military surplus KWM2A. I 
acquired the rig originally as a parts radio because it was missing numerous 
components (knobs, tubes, meter, etc.). When I got the transceiver home and 
looked at it closely, however, I was amazed to find that the wiring and 
underchassis area seemed in excellent condition. In fact, curiously, the rig 
seemed new! There was no wear on the switches, no signs of heat on the 
underside, no unsightly solder blobs or modifications, no scratches on the 
panel. Why in the world had the military decided to scrap out this beautiful 
radio? 


I set about scrounging the missing pieces, none of which were difficult to 


track down. After hooking everything back together, I was delighted to find 
the receiver working perfectly. But the transmitter was another story, and 
in the course of fixing it I think I've solved the mystery of this 
particular KWM2A. Here's my experience, which I offer to you Collins 
collectors out there, since there may quite likely be other KWM2Aa like mine 
rattling around the flea markets and surplus houses. 


I. THE SYMPTOM: My KWM2A tuned and loaded normally, except on 80 meters. On 
80m, the preselector tuning didn't peak the power output and the receiver 
noise at the same spot. Furthermore, the power output didn't go to zero when 
the mic gain/carrier level control was turned down. Also, the transmitter 
tuning on 80m generally seemed "Squirrely," in that I got false peaks in the 
plate current and grid current when I adjusted the preselector, tune, and 
load controls. 


II. THE HUNT: After checking power supply voltages (normal), I swapped every 
tube in the radio, all to no avail. Next I looked at the rf waveform across 
my dummy load with my Tek 2236 oscilloscope and noticed that the period of 
the sine wave (i.e, the horizontal spacing between peaks) seemed to change 
slightly when I turned down the mic gain control. I measured the frequency 
with my Tek's built-in counter, and sure enough, the frequency jumped from 
3600kHz (the VFO setting) to about 3900kHz when I turned down the mic gain, 
unmistakable evidence of a parasitic instability. Just to check my 
diagnosis, I listened to the parasitic on a monitor receiver I keep on my 
bench. The parasitic sounded remarkably pure and stable, not the buzzy howl 
I'm accustomed to hearing when an amplifier decides it would rather be an 
oscillator. More significantly, the frequency of the parasitic could be 
tuned only with the preselector control. The VFO dial and the plate circuit 
tune and load controls had no effect. 


Although this latter fact seemed to rule out the 6146 amplifier stage as the 
culprit, I removed the 6146s just to check. Of course, with the 6146s pulled 
I wasn't getting any power output, but I could see the oscillation by 
touching my scope probe to the grid pins on the 6146 sockets. 


The symptom suggested a neutralization problem. The KWM2A has a rather 
complicated neutralization procedure, involving three neutralizing 
capacitors. I turned my attention to the alignment instructions, hopeful 
that once the rig was properly neutralized and aligned the oscillation would 
go away. Two hours later, I had a meticulously aligned and neutralized 
KWM2A, but the instability was as bad as before. Worse, actually, in that 
the alignment increased the spurious transmitter output power. Back to 
square one. 


Obviously, I could start measuring voltages and resistances at each tube 
socket, but since I didn't want this project to drag on until my retirement 
years it seemed prudent to try and localize the difficulty. Since the 
parasitic frequency could only be changed with the preselelector control, 


one of the four tuned circuits in the ganged preselector had to be 
associated with the defective circuitry. Each of the tuned circuit banks is 
covered by an aluminum shield can,four in all, spaced out along the 
bandswitch shaft on the underside of the chassis. I looked at the cans and 
noted they were slotted on front and rear to allow clearance for the 
bandswitch shaft, with access holes in the top for inspecting the slug-tuned 
coils. 


I switched on the transmitter, listened to the parasitic oscillation on my 
monitor receiver, and lowered a metal screwdriver blade down into the access 
hole of each can. The blade caused the parasitic frequency to warble when I 
lowered it into the access holes on the two rear cans, near the 6CL6 driver 
tube. A quick check of the schematic, and sure enough, the two circuits were 
associated with the input and output sides of the driver stage. It seemed 
clear the oscillation was coming from the circuitry associated with V8, the 
6CL6 driver. 


To check this conclusion, I unplugged V7, the pre-driver rf amplifier tube, 
which in effect disconnected the entire sideband generating circuitry from 
V8. Because I had already removed the 6146s, V8 was now completely isolated. 
My oscilloscope verified that the oscillation was still present, as 
expected. I had localized the problem! With hopes high, I visually inspected 
the V8 circuitry, looking for charred resistors, crystallized solder joints, 
etc., and after finding nothing amiss started checking the voltages and 
resistances at each component near V8. 


An hour later, after double-checking all my measurements, I was once again 

at square one. I couldn't find anything wrong! All voltages, resistances 
seemed perfectly normal. The driver stage was working normally, except that 
it that it oscillated. I mean BIG oscillations, 100V peak-to-peak on my scope! 


About the only remaining possibility, I decided, was a bad capacitor. 
However, most of the capacitors in this part of the circuit are silver 
micas, which are normally quite reliable. I already knew none were shorted, 
since I had verified normal resistances. Looking at the schematic, I 
concluded that the problem, in principle, could be caused by any one of 
about eight capacitors. 


This was very bad news, indeed. If you've never done so, you should check 
out the underside wiring in a Collins rig some day. Each wire and component 
is meticulously double-wrapped around each connection, and all solder joints 
have a little dab of red paint testifying to their integrity. Unwrapping and 
removing all these capacitors was tantamount to butchering this elegant 
radio. And what if I were wrong? Suppose I stripped out all the parts, 
laboriously replacing them, only to discover that I hadn't cured my problem? 


III. VICTORY AT LAST: Before reaching for my wirecutters, I decided to 
inspect everything visually one last time, VERY CAREFULLY, 


piece by piece. The only conceivable hint that something wasn't original 
were the little aluminum shield cans. They were in excellent condition, but 
the slots on the ends which allowed clearance for the bandswitch shaft 
seemed a bit irregular, with sides that weren't quite parallel. It seemed a 
long shot, but I called my buddy, Randy, W9ZR, who knows more about Collins 
gear than I could ever hope to learn. Randy checked his KWM2 and told me 
that his shield cans weren't slotted at all, but rather had round clearance 
holes for the bandswitch shaft. Was it possible that the residual leakage 
through the slots was causing the instability? 


The next day, Randy brought his KWM2 over to my workshop, and as a last 
desperate act, I swapped shield cans, putting my slotted ones in his radio, 
and his unmodified ones in mine. I turned on my radio, looked at the scope 
pattern. No oscillation! I tweaked the preselector. Still nothing! Next I 
turned on Randy's radio, which had my shield cans in it. It oscillated like 
crazy, just like mine had done! It was the cans! was home free and didn't 
have to cut into my rig after all! I rounded up some new shield cans from a 
parts junker, and my problems were over.I had a working, nearly new KWM2A! 


Evidently, very early in its life, my KWM2A had developed a minor service 
problem (probably a dirty trimmer capacitor) which necessitated removing the 
shield cans. Doing so is an inconvenience, since one has first to remove the 
bandswitch shaft and then reassemble the shaft very carefully so that all 
the switch wafers are aligned correctly. To save himself trouble the next 
time, the military technician took some wirecutters and clipped out part of 
each can, turning the access holes into slots. Now the cans could be removed 
without having to remove the shaft. When he turned his "improved" KWM2A back 
on, however, the tech found it had a mysterious spurious oscillation which 
he just couldn't track down. Eventually, he just gave up, never realizing he 
had caused the problem himself by slotting the cans. And so this beautiful 
new round-emblem Collins transceiver, with perfectly working circuitry, was 
consigned to the junker pile, where it remained for twenty-five years before 
being sold for scrap. One wonders how many other Collins rigs out there 
suffered a similar fate? 


73, 


Jim W8ZR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (Larry Keith) 
Subject: to pay or not to pay... 

Message-ID: <199603061757.LAAQ3171@wrdis01.robins.af.mil> 


To pay or not to pay is a question that can only be answered by each 


of us.. 
As for me, I did pay and I will continue to pay to maintain this list. 
It is worth much more than $12.00 per year, to me. 


I like the list, where it is, and the way it is managed. 
73, 


Larry, KQ4BY 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: N4HUR@aol.com 

Subject: Tubes are good 

Message-ID: <960306185409_439863419@mail06.mail.aol.com> 


Hi Gang 


I wanted to design and build an audio amplifier to use with my '39 

homebrew rx so I could sit back and listen to the guys on 75 m. A.M. 

So I started designing the thing using the same mind-set that I used when 
I was a working engineer and designing tube things back in the late 50's. At 
that time what distinguished a good designer from an average one was the 
ability to get the job done with a minimum of tubes. Shortly into the job, I 
realized that I was using the tubes because it was fun to build a tube 
amplifier, therefore I decided that a better criteria for this job was to use 
as many tubes as I could! So I managed to use 5 tubes for the 10 watt 
amplifier, (6 including one VR tube), furthermore three of the tubes were 
dual triodes, making the design use effectively 8/9 tubes. I figure that 
using a rational design would call for maybe four tubes, so I managed to 
about double the tube count. Maybe we could get some kind of a contest 
going to see who could do a given design using the most tubes? 


73 Bob N4HUR n4hur@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: Sandy Blaize <70401.134@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Tubes are good 

Message-ID: <960307013631_70401.134_THD35-2@CompuServe.COM> 


Bob, 

I think there was already an award for using the "most" tubes. 
That had to be won by "Midwest", who used to make multiband radio 
chassis' in the 1950's. They were 'famous' for their 15-20 tubers, many of 
which were just in the heater chain and did nothing useful! I think they 
did the least with the most tubes of any manufacturer! 
73, 


Sandy W5TVW 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: Paul Christensen <PaulC@jax.se.continental.com> 
Subject: Re: TV-2/TV-7 Tube Tester 

Message-ID: <313D13E8@se.continental.com> 


>Also, the TV-2 is a lot bigger and heavier than the TV-7. 
Anyone have aTV-7 or TV-2 for sale? 


-Paul, N9AZ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: "Manuel A. Maseda WF1J" <mmaseda@Packet.Net> 
Subject: Want to trade for Collins SC-101 

Message-ID: <313CFCDC.11D4@packet.net> 


I'm looking to trade for an original Collins SC-101 console. I have to 
trade a collectors quality Rockwell Collins KWM-2A. This is a red 
emblem unit that was made around March 1979 (making it one of the very 
last KWM-2A's ever made). Anyone interested in this swap?? 


Manuel WF1J 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Mar 7 06:26:08 1996 
From: "Allan Fritsche" <fritsche@msn.com> 


Subject: Wanted receivers 
Message-ID: <UPMAILO3.199603070114340885@msn. com> 


Gang, I know I should put this on the BA want archive, but I have a few 
dollars that I can spend immediately. For nostalgic purposes I would like a: 


National NC-60 - will pay $75.00 I£ working and not to beat up 
Allied R-100A - will pay $100.00 if same as above. 
Prices include you ship or negotiable. 


If no answer by Feb 8th, forget it. Wife wants some new Mini Blinds for 
Kitchen 


Your friend Al 
fritsche@msn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: Dave <72550.2274@compuserve. com> 

Subject: Wanted: Drake TR-6 

Message-ID: <960306012310_72550.2274_THD94-2@CompuServe. COM> 


Looking for a Drake TR-6.... 
Please e mail responses... 
73's 


Dave KW9U 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: Scott_Johnson-AZAX60@email.sps.mot.com 

Subject: RE>What's the Best Tube Tes 

Message-ID: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT /ADMD=MOT /C=US/"@MHS> 


RE>wWhat's the Best Tube Tester? 3/6/96 
For my money, nothing beats the Hickock card-a-matic (AN/USM-118A/B). I 
test a lot of tubes, and I program cards to fit my parameters. If you have 
a tubes parameters, and blank cards, you can probably test it (within the 
constraints of the tester) This tester is particularly good with gaseous 
regulators, as it performs tests at low and high current extremes. I owna 
540C, 539C, TV-2, and several TV-7 testers, and the card-a-matic is the one 
that is not dusty. Expect to pay $200 plus for one of these, but keep your 
eyes open, they do show up at fests. Also look for the extra case full of 
cards. The units I have seen are military or phone company issue, the 
military USM-118B being the most desirable. 


73, Scott 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 


From: "“Lahlum Ross" <ross_lahlum@msmail.wes.mot.com> 
Subject: RE: What's the Best Tube Tester? 
Message-ID: <9603060445 .AA14673@kay.wes.mot.com> 


I really like my Hickock 539A. It is quite flexible. Whether it's the best is 
hard to say, but I think the criteria would be flexibility in terms of 
adjusting voltages & currents and lots of available socket types and pin 
configurations. This one has everything I've ever needed (so far). 


Ross/KB9JIR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net> 

Subject: Re: What's the Best Tube Tester? 

Message-ID: <199603061311.IAA25041@northshore.shore.net> 


On Tuesday March 5th, Charles F. Bacon <cfb@novum.com> wrote: 


>I've decided it's time to buy a good tube tester. 

> 

>I'd like to see the list's recommendations, and I would also like to see 
>price suggestions. 


Charles: 


I would add to Randy Zelick's comments about the TV-7 and TV-2 tube testers. 
I also a fortunate as hell to have BOTH and to tell you the truth I use 

the TV-7/D 90% of the time. The TV-2 is great fun to play with and all 
that, but it is HUGE and quite complex. I love to see all the meters 
indicating away, but the honest truth is that its just for the fun and 
entertainment of it all. If I HAD to choose between the two testers I 

know I'd keep the TV-7/D for everyday testing sevice. 


There are commercial/civilian versions of these military testers around. 
Just make sure that you are getting a trans-conductance tester. Some of 
the cheaper units are emission testers which are not really worth much. 


I would recommend that if you do find a TV-7 or its variants (TV-4 or 
TV-10) that you send it to Dan Nelson in Phoenix to have him calibrate 

it for you. He will return it with a printout of the tester's performance. 
I believe he charges $45.00 plus return UPS for this service. This is 
WELL WORTH IT! Dan also makes up Compactron adapters with a chart on how 
to set the switches, test buttons to use and meter readings. He has an 

ad in ELECTRIC RADIO every month. He also sells used but tested tubes at 
very reasonable prices. I have purchased lots of stuff from him in the 
past and he's a great fellow to deal with. JI cannoy recommend him highly 
enough. 


Now that this has all been said, the only SURE way to test a tube is by 
SUBSTITUTION. Also, you should be aware that if a tube doesn't work in 

a given application it may be fine in another circuit. This is particylarly 
true of dual and tri-sectional tubes where one section may have crapped 

out but the other is still fine. I recall using a 6DC6 from the 1st RF 

amp on a Collins receiver that had become weakened with age/use in the 
crystal calibrator for many more years of yeoman service in that application. 
So, even if they appear dead - don't toss ‘em. 


However, be advised that TV-7s and TV-2s are Gawdawful expensive critters 
these days (TV-7 $100-135, TV-2 over $200) unless you trip over one ata 
flea. 


Hope this helps! 
43, (73 after taxes!) 


Michael Crestohl, KH6KD/W1 and VE2XZ 
mc@shore.net 


who turned 50 last Saturday and spent the day at a flea market and was 
pleasantly surprised by a great party organized by lovely wife Cynthia 
VE2QF with about 30 ham friends in attendance despite a bad New England 
snowstorm! I'm really an ‘Old Buzzard' now! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: Stanley Siegel <SIEGELS@turing.law.nyu.edu> 
Subject: Re: What's the Best Tube Tester? -Reply 
Message-ID: <s13d541f.002@turing.law.nyu.edu> 


Dear Charles: 


I agree also with the comments on the TV-7, and particularly with the 
suggestion that if you get one you send it to Dan Nelson for calibration 
and, possibly, repair. After his work, my TV-7D is lab quality. 


A couple of other points: those testers tend to be cosmetically awful, 
particularly the cases, so don't be put off by the looks. They're hard to 
find, nowadays, since Fair Radio no longer has them. And you may 
even have to pay well over $100 to $125 to get a good specimen. You 
can get replacement settings books and manuals from Antique Electronic 
Supply, and Dan Nelson will sell you -- if you really want it -- the tech 
manual for the tester. 


The Rolls Royce of testers is the Hickok 539C, and a somewhat 
lesser tester -- but of superb quality -- is the 752 or 752A. These will 


both set you back much more money: in the range of $300 plus. Their 
advantages are that, depending on model, they will (sometimes with an 
adapter) test all compactrons and nuvistors. 


There was a fine series of four articles in Electric Radio on tube 
testers, running over the last year or so. See if you can find it and check 
it out. 


Incidentally, all Hickok transconductance testers have essentially the 
same circuit; the differences are in some test capabilities (like variable 
voltage for VR tubes, on the 539C and the 752), and cosmetics. By far 
the best built are the military units, designed by Hickok and built by many 
different suppliers. 


Good luck. Stan, W6TIS 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins) 

Subject: Re: What's the Best Tube Tester? -Reply 
Message-ID: <9603061832.AA16526@texan. frco. com> 


And then there's another group of us who think the best tube tester is the 
equipment that uses the tube. Oh, a Heapkit emission tester is handy for 
weeding out the duds (so is a VOM), but you don't know if a tube works 
until the equipment plays like it's supposed to. 


[Stan, this is not aimed at you - my mailer sends to _all_ From:'s] 


Bill Hawkins, with just another viewpoint 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Re: What's the Best Tube Tester? -Reply 
Message-ID: <9603062122.AA03518@taku> 


----- Begin Included Message ----- 


From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins) 
Subject: Re: What's the Best Tube Tester? -Reply 


And then there's another group of us who think the best tube tester is the 
equipment that uses the tube. Oh, a Heapkit emission tester is handy for 
weeding out the duds (so is a VOM), but you don't know if a tube works 
until the equipment plays like it's supposed to. 


----- End Included Message ----- 


Yep! A dud 6SQ7 tested fine in the tester but was crackling and 
popping and making a heck of a racket when tapped in the Hallicrafters 
S-38B! I also had a 6BE6 which developed a heater-cathode short 

which only seemed to show up in the Drake 2-B and not in the 

tester. 


How about a universal tester? Just plug tube into slot marked 
I.F., set for various freqs, and listen to the output? May be 
a good use for the junkers you find...make a test bed out of 
one. <grin> 


--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 17:21:27 1996 

From: "S. Miller" <smiller@motown.ge.com> 

Subject: Re: What's the Best Tube Tester?, how about this one? 
Message-ID: <199603062028.PAA09774@bear.motown.1lmco.com> 


All this talk about tube testers, does anyone know anything about the 
Heathkit TT-1 tester. I was told that it was a a kit version of 

one of the Hickoks but that's all I got. It seems to work well, and 
it came with lots of docs but I 's still like to know more about it. 
thanks 

Steve Kd2Ed 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 
From: cf£b@novum.com 

Subject: Who are the "Friends of Radio Antiquity"? 
Message-ID: <Chameleon.960305232027.cfb@net.indra.com> 


We all saw the recent BA post which sure looked like an ad for the "Friends of 
Radio Antiquity" for their "International Directory of Antique Radio Collectors" 
from XTAL Publishing, P.O. Box 253 - Sandy, UT 84091-0253 801-571-5453. 

I'm trying to decide if this is any good and worth the $15.45. 


I checked the names & phone # in one of the databases which the organization I 
work for has. 


There was nothing listed for XTAL Publishing, so either they are new or ??? 


The phone number cross referenced to the following name & address: 


Joseph W. & Colleen Pfeifer 
9483 Mumford Circle 
Sandy, UT 84094 


Anybody know anything about this organization, the publication, or these people? 


I hope no one feels this post is inappropriate. I feel protective of the BA 
"Club", and that we should keep watch on the quality of the BA List. I'm also a 
little leery of PO boxes. 


I hope these people are for real. Great name and great idea. 


Charles F. Bacon 
cf£b@novum.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 

From: List Admin/Owner BoatAnchor Mail List <listown@jackatak.theporch.com> 
Subject: Who is on first... what's on second... 

Message-ID: <9603052243.aa15610@jackatak.theporch. com> 


Gang - 


This is decidedly NOT a plea for recognition... but I admit having my 
mailbox filled with email for Phil is a bit disconcerting. ;%) 


The cast of characters for the BA list... probably far more important 
that green eyeshades, number 2 pencils, and 13-column ledgers... 


Phil Porch: Day job - Urologist. A damned fine one, and an ethical 
human being... only man *I* would ever trust with a scapel in one hand 
and my... you get the idea. Phil runs theporch.com as a hobby, because 
he really digs hacking Unix, and porting applications to the AU/X 
platform (yep, BA is running on a Macintosh! ;%) He has a busy 
practice, a full life, a wife, two lovely daughters, a few barking 
dogs, and damned littel spare time. His address is: root@theporch.com 
He is not a ham, and only peripherally is interested in electronics, 
and those only sand-based devices that make his computer work better. 


At shortstop: me, Jack Hill, WA4PPT. Day job: CockRoach Capitalist... I 
own several small businesses, and do my best to keep them all running. 
In my day time "spare" time, I troubleshoot Unix systems for our 

customers, do installs, accounting, and whatever needs doing. For the 
BA list, I wade through about 1.5MB of error mail every day trying to 


resolve problems with systems administrators and subscribers alike. 

I operate mobile CW on 40M (5-speed car on winding roads... makes for 
some fun "pauses" ;%) and 75M SSB I have several old BA rigs that I am 
slowly moving to better homes, least they know the bitter 
disappointment of being thrown over for an electronic mail list! 
Sheesh! What an ignominious end for a good rig! ;%) I have a very full 
life, a wonderful wife (N4AFG) who is a better CW op than I... and FAR 
better looking!, four kids, and four grandkids. I love radio 
technology and actively play in other forums than this as well... 


And, in the outfield: the Elves... a small group of folks who have 
made significant contributions of time and energy and who have 
demonstrated LONG term commitment to the health of the list... There 
are xfourx charter subscribers (with some slightly different email 
addresses, and more miles on the tires ;%) and people who present VERY 
diverse points of view--believe me, there are NO "yes men" in there, 
and I have pictures of the scorch marks to show if you doubt me... ;%) 


That is the cast of characters... Phil runs the machine where the list 
is hosted, I do the dirty work, and the Elves keep me focused... 


Not that it really matters, but my wife is wondering why so much mail 

and all comes addressed "Dear Phil" ;%) ;%) 

73 

Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;4) 
- - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - - 

listown@jackatak.theporch.com esas firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Mar 6 07:50:11 1996 

From: "Jack C. Shutt" <102023.1716@compuserve.com> 

Subject: WTB Clegg Thor P.S. 

Message-ID: <960306005917_102023 .1716_EHT162-1@CompuServe . COM> 


Hello Thermionic Fans: 

I'm looking for a power supply for my Clegg Thor six meter transceiver. If 
anyone 

should have such a beast, working or not, give me a call or reply via eMail. 


Thanks and 73, Jack, N9GT 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 
KKKKKKKKKK 


Jack C. Shutt, 102023.1716@compuserve.com or radionostalgia@mail.fwi.com 


Tel. (219) 493-3901 


